St Michael and All Angel’s Church Hathersage
7. Cremation Remains
a) Cremated remains may be interred in an existing grave, or otherwise
in a part of the churchyard specifically reserved for the purpose under
the authority of a faculty. There are four specific reserved places: at the
top (and bottom) of the south west section of the churchyard (these
have no room for additional tablets), by the north wall near the car park
and along the west wall that adjoins the Old Rectory. A memorial of
local stone laid flush with the ground, 12” x 16”(30x40cm), may mark
the interment in memory of the deceased.
b) Cremated remains may be interred, without a casket or memorial
stone in the Garden of Remembrance which is against the south wall of
the church. An entry in memory of the deceased may be made in the
Book of Remembrance displayed in church. Ashes may not be scattered,
or left, in any other location within the churchyard.
NB Planting is not permitted between, on or around the plots reserved
for cremated remains.

These rules apply from 2021 onwards. They do not apply to the burial
area administered by the Hathersage Parish Council. These regulations
were approved by the Parochial Church Council on 7 July 2021.

Venerable Dr Paul Moore - Priest in Charge
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Updated Hathersage Churchyard Rules - Kay Furness, July 2021

Churchyard regulations

Updated July 2021 to incorporate the
“Derby Diocesan General Regulations for the Erection of Memorials and
Gravestones in Churchyards” which were updated January 2021

1. General
To facilitate the maintenance of the grass, the surface shall be kept level so
that the grass may be cut with a mower.

2. Monuments
a) Before an order for a monument, vase, or tablet, or inscription thereon,
is accepted by a monumental mason, he must apply in writing to the
Incumbent stating a full description of the designs, measurements, and
wording. No work shall be set in hand, and nothing erected in the
churchyard until such proposals have received the consent of the
Incumbent in writing.
b) To preserve, and improve, the peace, harmony, and tranquillity of the
Churchyard, the Incumbent will sanction new monuments only of
Derbyshire gritstone or Yorkshire gritstone to match with the gritstone of
the Church itself.
c) Headstones must be less than 48” high, 36”wide and 6” thick (120 x 90 x
15cms); no less than 30” high, 20”wide and 3” thick (75x50x7.5 cms).

d) Since the intention is to create a lawned cemetery so far as is possible, no
kerbs or chippings, railings or chains will be allowed. The headstone should
be as simple as possible without images, statue or books, etc.
e) Finish - polishing shall not be greater than that required to give a good
smooth finish and must be confined to the face of the gravestone on which
the inscription is to be cut.

3. Headstone Design
a) Headstones may be placed on a base of the same material and fixed so
that the base:
(i) does not project above the ground more than the thickness of the
gravestone.
(ii) does not project more than 4” (10cms) beyond the headstone.
(iii) no more than two vases may be incorporated in the base of the
headstone, in which case vases should be flush with the top of the base
which might extend up to 8”(20cm) in front of the headstone.
b) Carving may be allowed, but the design must be submitted with the
application form.
c) The following are not permitted: Kerbs, railings, plain or coloured
chippings, containers of any kind (NB free-standing vases or glass in
particular are dangerous), figure statuary, open books, birdbaths, pictorial
etchings, memorials in the shape of a heart, cameos, portraiture or
photographs.
d) If it is desired to erect a cross, other than a simple wooden cross, not
more than 36” (92cms) in height, it should be individually designed and a
faculty is required for its erection. In the petition, reasons for requiring this
supreme Christian symbol must be fully stated.

4. Vases
Where it is intended that floral tributes will be made, no more than two
vases may be incorporated in the base of headstones, see 3 (a) (iii).

5. Flowers
a) Only bulbs may be planted in any grave, as near the headstone as possible.

b) Wreaths or cut flowers may be laid on any grave, or kept in vases as
above, but the people who care for the day to day upkeep and
maintenance of the churchyard may remove then when they appear
withered or dead. Christmas wreaths should be removed by the friends
and family who have placed them by the end of March and preferably
taken away for disposal. The vicar has the right to authorise the
Churchyard Team to remove any that remain. Artificial flowers should be
made from silk of similar fabric. Plastic is not allowed, with the exception
of Remembrance poppies.

6. Inscriptions
a) Details of the Christian name and surname of the deceased should be
given, with age and date (or year) of death, or the years of birth and
death.
b) Epitaphs: The object of epitaphs is ‘to identify the resting place of the
deceased, to honour the dead, to comfort the living and to inform
posterity’. They should, therefore, be simple and relevant. Nicknames
are not considered suitable and if a scripture text is used it is unnecessary
to give the reference. Quotations may be taken from the Bible; the
Prayer book, hymns, poetry and prose are all suitable sources so long as
the quotation is consistent with Christian belief.
c) Lettering may be painted a shade lighter or darker than the natural
colour of the stone. On some sandstones and granites, raised lettering
standing out from the cutaway stone can be effective.
d) The following are not permitted: Gilded, silvered and leaded lettering;
trademarks or advertisements. The mason’s name may be inscribed at
the side or on the reverse of the headstone in unpainted and unleaded
letters not larger than ¾” (15mm) in height.
e) Additional Inscriptions:
(i) Additions may be made to an inscription following a subsequent
interment in an existing grave, but approval is required and the wording
must be consistent with the original inscription.
(ii) Where the existing memorial has inscriptions on side kerbs, these
must be put back after an additional interment (side kerbs without
inscriptions must not be put back).

